
 
 

Year 1 Topic Friday Medium Term Learning Journey 

Spring 2020 

Topic The Great Fire of London Educational visits/visitors 1. St Paul’s Cathedral/Museum of London FoL section. 
2. National Portrait Gallery (Room 7). 

Focus text Vlad and the Great Fire of London Links with other subjects Science – Materials (constructing Tudor houses). 
English – Diary writing (Samuel Pepys’ diary). 

Key vocabulary D&T: construction materials, structure, fasten, join, stick, tools, 3D 
model, stronger, stiffer, more stable 
Art: portrait, self-portrait, brush techniques, stroke, outline, mixing, 
primary colours, secondary colours. 

Key vocabulary History: Tudor houses, Great Fire, Samuel Pepys, King Charles, St Paul’s Cathedral, Thomas Farriner, bakery, 
Pudding Lane, Mayor, cobbled. 
Geography: map, direction, North, South, East, West, far, near, left, right. 

Focus 
artists/designer 

Artists – Renoir, Degas, Modigliani, Hayls (who painted portrait of 
Samuel Pepys). 

  

 

Subject  Focus  Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8 Week 9 Week 10 Week 11 Week 12 

History  
 

 
 

Describe events 
beyond living 
memory that are 
significant 
nationally or 
globally. 

Describe the 
lives of 
significant 
individuals in the 
past. 

What was 
London like in 
the 1600s? 

What do you think 
happened on the 
6th September 
1666? 
 
(Explore 
artefacts/historical 
maps/photographs 
to make 
deductions). 

When did the 
Great Fire of 
London actually 
happen?  
 
 
(Create a timeline 
in wider historical 
context).   

What was the 
course of events 
during the Great 
Fire? 
 
 
 

Ed Visit 
 
St Paul’s 
Cathedral/Museu
m of London. 

Why did the fire 
spread so far and 
stay alight for so 
long? 
 
How did the Great 
Fire of London 
stop? 

How do we know 
what happened in 
the Great Fire of 
London? 

What do we know 
about the life of 
Samuel Pepys 
before the fire? 

What did Samuel 
Pepys do during 
the fire? 

What happened to 
Samuel Pepys 
after the fire? 

How did the Great 
Fire change 
London? 

 

Art & Design 
 Observe 

 Design 

 Create 

 Evaluate 
 
 

 
 
 

Technique: Use 
a range of 
painting 
techniques and 
strokes to create 
a portrait. 
 
Outcome: To 
create a portrait 
of Samuel 
Pepys. 
 
 

      Observe 
 
What can I learn 
from famous 
artists who have 
painted portraits? 
 
Ed Visit 
 
National Portrait 
Gallery (sometime 
this week). 

Practice 
 
What colour paints 
do I need to mix 
together to create 
the colours I will 
need for my 
portrait? 
 
 

Practice 
 
What paint strokes 
will I need to use 
to create a self-
portrait? 
 
 

Create 
 
How can I use the 
skills I have learnt 
to create a portrait 
of Samuel Pepys? 
 
 

Evaluate 
 
What do I like 
about my portrait of 
Samuel Pepys? 
 
How could I 
improve it? 

 

D&T 
 Observe 

 Design 

 Create 

 Evaluate 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Technique: 
Select from and 
use a wide 
range of 
construction 
materials, 
according to 
their 
characteristics. 
 
Select from and 
use a range of 
tools to perform 
tasks e.g. 
cutting, joining 
and finishing. 
 
Outcome: To 
build a Tudor 
House, exploring 
how it can be 
made stronger, 
stiffer and more 
stable.  
 

Explore 
 
What were 
Tudor houses 
made of? 
 
What 
construction 
materials are 
used in 
buildings today 
and why? 
 
 

Design 
 
What should my 
Tudor house look 
like? 

Design 
 
What materials 
could I use to 
construct my 
Tudor house? 
 
 
 

Practice 
 
What different 
ways could I 
join/combine 
materials for my 
Tudor house? 
 
How can I make 
my house 
stronger, stiffer 
and more stable? 
 

Create 
 
Select from a 
range of materials 
(including recycled 
materials and 
textiles), fastening 
techniques and 
tools to create a 
3D model of a 
Tudor house. 
 

Evaluate 
 
Does my 3D 
model resemble a 
traditional Tudor 
house? 
 
What do I like 
about my model? 
How could I 
improve it?  

      



 
Geography 
 

(Mostly covered 
in Summer). 

Use key 
geographical 
skills to explore 
maps of 
London today, 
comparing 
these to maps 
of London in 
1666. 

    -      -     -      

 


